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Johnson Wants S ;and-by Fundfor Nike-X S ystem

By WILLIAM BEECHER
Speclal to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Jan, 24 —
President Johnson has asked
Congress for $377-million in
standby funds for a posssible
start on production of the Nike-
X missile. Mr. Johnson would
be free to use these funds should
there be a failure in talks with
the Soviet Union about a mutual

freeze on deployment of antl-

missile systems.

‘When added to a concurrent
request for $421-million for
continued development work
and nearly $168-million in un-
spent money voted by Congress
last year for the Nike-X project,

this would give the Administra

tion nearly $1-billiori to spend
in the next budget year for
Nike-X if it decided to move

into production.

Defense officials told

ing

tection of America's Minute

man and Titan intercontinental

ballistic missiles from attack.

Other sources said such a
level of expenditure might per-
mit the use of the Nike-X for a
“thin” defense of much of the
United States against any rela-
tively small attack that might
launched by Communist
China some years hence, or by
the Russians in an accidental
or unaunthorized firing of a part

be

of their ICBM force.
By ' requesting
standby funds,

pare for production of antimis

sians.
the military and in Congres
providing plenty of money for

just such a move,
He also moved to disarm those

Plans $377-Million for Use,
if Needed, to Start Work

on Antimissile Defense

who insist that deployment of
the Nike-X would be provoca-

re-
porters that should a produc-
tion go-ahead be decided upon,
the Administration was think-
of a deployment program
costing $4-billlon to $5-billion
and placing priority on the pro-

substantial
the President
served several purposes at once.

He served notice on Soviet
officials that the United States
was taking sefious steps to pre-

sile missiles if a no-deployment
agrecment is not reached. This
should give his negotiators ad-
ditlonal leverage with the Rus-

He acted to disarm those in

who are pressing for a quick
start on Nike-X deployment by|Hereafter, they will refer to the

tive and could, of itself, trigger
a dangerous new upward spiral
in the arms race.

Finally, by noting that if pro-
duction begins this yecar it
would be “for such purposes as
defense of our offensive weapon
systems,” he continued to em-
phasize a strategy of trying to
~-'deter nuclear war by preserv-
ing America’s retaliatory,
strike-back capability.

In his budget message, Mr.
Johnson devoted one paragraph
to the question of antimissile
defense. That paragraph reads
as follows:

“Tn 1968, we will: continue in-
tensive development of Nike-X
but take no action now to deploy
an aifl-baliistic missile (ABM}
-|defense; initiate discussions with
the Soviet Union on the limita-
tion of ABM dcployments; in
the event these discussions prove
unsuccessful, we will reconsider
our deployment decision. To
provide for actions that may be
required at that time, approx-
imately $375-million has been
included in the 1968 budget for
the production of Nike-X for
such purposes as defense of our
offensive weapon systems.”

Officials pointed out that the
standby request would provide
for “initial production” activity,
including the construction of
production facilities for the
three types of radars and two
types of missiles that make up
-|the system, tooling up such
plants and making detailed
blueprints for quantity produc-
tion and other similar engineer-
ing arrangements.

In discussing the Nike-X, de-
fense officials noted that they
had decided to rename one of
e missiles in the system.

S

=3

geptor misslle, as

e Zeus, a-long:range inter-
¢ Spartan.

e}g .y §o xplanation for

the change in name. The shorter-
range missile in the system is
called the Sprint.
deAlnf%ong o‘;her major weapons
cisions reflected in
were thege: . the budget
gMore than $1-billion will
go to produce and deploy new
submarine - launched Poseidon
missiles aimed at penetrating a
sophisticated Soviet antimissile
defense.

GAbout $26-million will keep

alive work on a possible follow-
on advanced bomber, with em-
phasis placed on an engine that
could power such an aircraft.
7 4QFunds have nearly heen
doubled for the Manned Orbit-
ing Laboratory stressing recon-
naissance in space by human
'beings, with $430-million sought
this year agalnst $228-million
last year.

qMore than $50-million
requested for purchase of
nuclear components for a
new atomic-powered aircraft .
carrier, to be funded next year,
according to defense officials.

is

to spend the money voted by
Congress last year for a new
nuclear-powered frigate.

On Capitol Hill today, Sec-
retary of Defcnse Robert 8.
McNamara declared that the
Soviet Union was not ahead of
the United States in dcvelop-
ment of an antimissile missile.

He said it was now “technically
possible” for the United States
to launch a missile that would
seck out and destroy an enemy
missile. But he conceded it
would not be possible to destroy
all the missiles an enemy might
fire.

Mr., McNamara wasg speaking
with newsmen after testifying
before a closed, joint session of
the Senate Armed Services
Committee and Defense Appro-
priations  subcommittee. He
added:

“We are confident that we
can penetrate any enemy de-
fenses with our missiles. We
know that we arc more than the
equal of any nation in the
world.”
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gAdministration has decided



